CHAPTER   IV

HOW THE FRENCH LIVED AND THOUGHT IN
THE   DAYS   OF   FRANCIS   I  AND   HENRY  II

THE men of the Renaissance seemed to be saying: 'Our kingdom
is of this world.' They liked luxury, die beauty of jewels, of
fabrics, of dress, of palaces, of gardens and of women. Their world
seemed to them huge and marvellous, and life was 'spacious'. These were
the days of the great voyages of discovery, and the Normans of Dieppe
together with the Bretons of Saint-Malo showed themselves as bold in this
as the mariners of Cadiz or of Lisbon. The French explorers had reached
Newfoundland and Guinea; Jacques Carrier had discovered Canada. In
France, even commerce became an adventure, above all in the provinces
close to Italy and to Flanders. In 1531 at Lyons the first exchange was
opened; capitalists speculated, arbitrated, absorbed the savings of the lesser
fry. Spain, swollen with precious metals, imported French goods for gold
This new wealth, these opportunities ready at hand, these virgin contin-
ents, awakened prodigious energy and curiosity. The French in those days
were impatient of all rule, were sure of themselves, proud of their young
king, who seemed the very embodiment of the Renaissance. Vigorous,
sensual, generous, cultivated, Francis I lent the 'most illustrious1 crown of
France a brilliance it had not possessed since Charlemagne and Saint Louis.
His mother, Louise of Savoy, called him, 'rny son, my emperor.. / Had
not the Empire been transmitted by the Romans to the Byzantines, and
by the Byzantines to the Franks? It even seemed that his subjects prided
themselves on having in him an absolute master. A French poet addressed
himself to Henry VIII of England with scorn:

For obeyed thou art not in good array,

As is the noble king of France,

Who is under the sufferance neither of people, silver, nor gold.

An emperor is he, not a regent alone,

For he reigns over the earth and they that dwell thereon.

In those days the King's court was France's well-spring of ideas, fashions
and arts. It followed the King wherever he went. It consisted of a train
of twelve thousand horses, of tents, of baggage, of tapestries, of gold and
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